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N the life of the lady ELIZABETH 
HASTINGS, * we meet with an ex- 
traordinary inſtance of the happy effects, 
which chriſtianity has upon thoſe ho, by 
joining with the calls of grace, become 
willing to give up their whole hearts to 
follow its dictates. This pious lady's firſt 
principle appears to have been the glory 
of God, and the purity of her own heart; 
next to this, a continual ſolicitude and la- 
bour to hold all her capacities, all her 
power, and all her fortunes continually up- 
on the ſtretch for the good of all men, 
weeping with thofe that wept; rejoicing |; | 
with thoſe that rejoiced ; given to the hoi 
pitality; diſtributing to the neceſſities of 
{aints, and to thoſe that were leſs ſo, hav- 
ing joy at the converſion of. a ſinner, or 
the tcaſt appearance of it; but the care of 
all her cares was the ſtranger; the father-- 
leis and the widow; the needy, and he 
that hath no helper; the lame, the halt 


A very amiable account is given of the extracr. 

dinary charity, piety, &c. of this lady, by Sir, R1- 

CHARD STEEL 1n the Tat/er, No.-42, under the cha- 

racter of AS, he died in 1799! 
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and the blind.----And in this place, ſays 
the author of her life, what ſhall I ſay! or 
how can I expect to be believed! The 
bent of her ſpirit ever lay towards theſe : 
She had a ſhare in all their ſufferings; ſhe 
would often converſe with them, and en- 
quire into their hiſtory with as much po- 
verty of ſpirit, as they were in of outward 
condition; the would ſtudy their particu- 
lar caſes, and put them in the way of 
better welfare; ſome of theſe were ever 
in her houſe, and frequently in great 
numbers; and it was no neglect of her's, 
if any one went away unrelieved with 
meat, phyſic, raiment or money; many 

of theſe that lived remote, had yearly al- 
lowances, and large fums iſſued out into 
diſtant parts of the kingdom. Her til] 
larger applications were fixed penſions 
upon reduced families, the maintenance 
of her own charity-{chool, contributions 
to others, &c. &c. She was a great miſ- 
treſs of all parts of oeconomy with re- 
Tpe& to what ſhe laid out upon herſelf; 
her body, ſhe knew, was the temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, which the behever mulſt 
poſſeſs in ſanctification and honour, 


wherefore her ſupport of it in meat, 
| drink 
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| (3) 
drink and ſleep, was ever bounded by ne- 
ceſlity ; for they that walk in the ſpirit, 
as this pious lady did, die progreſſively 
to every vanity, and dare not indulge the 
hurtful gratifications of the fleſh, but la- 

bour to keep it under, as knowing it to 
be the ſeat and repoſitory of their moſt - 
dangerous and deadly enemy. Never- 
theleſs ſhe ſought not her ſalvation by the 
force of her alms, highly affluent as they 
were; for theſe, though neceſlary duties, 
yet, ſhe well knew, were not the charity 
of the goſpel; not that charity which the 
apoſtle Paul ſo divinely deſcribes at 1 Cor. 
xiii. 3. She was ſenſible, that Jeſus Chriſt 
mult be revealed in the heart, before we 
can have any juſt claim to diſcipleſhip, 
and that it is his ruling and bringing all 
things there in ſubjection to his ſpirit, that 
was the great and only principle of chriſ- 
tian charity.----She knew that the great 
ſcene of Religion lay within, in the right 
government of the heart; accordingly 
her eye was ever upon her heart, to ſee 
that all its principles were cleanſed from 
evil mixtures, had no taint from ſelf-love, 
were not ſullied with vain-glory; her care 
was to obſerye the tendency of all its mo- 
A. tions, 
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nouriſh it by acts of faith in the blood of 
| Her Redeemer. She had well learnt to o- 
| vercome evil with good, to ſuffer long, 
and be kind, to bear all things, and if ever 
by ſpeech, carriage or otherwiſe, ſhe ſuſ- 
{ pected that ſhe had diſturbed the ſpirit of 
any, ſhe had no peace with herlelf, till ſhe 


hadtaken care for the recovery of theirs. 


Much more might be ſaid of the en- 
dowments and virtues of this true diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus Chriſt, more eſpecially of her 
patience under ſufferings and reſignation 
to the divine will; under the painful diſ- 
penſation ſhe paſſed through, during the 
laſteighteen months of her life, occaſioned 
by a cancer in her breaſt, which notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe ſuffered it to be ſeperated 
from her body, yet in the end occaſioned 
her death. This painful operation ſhe 
not only bore with patience, but even re- 
joiced, that ſhe was counted worthy to 
ſuffer, knowing her Saviour had ſuffered 
in his fleſh, and that as ſufferings was the 
way to his perfection, it muſt alſo be the 
way to ours, this being the declared con- 
dition of our being glorified with wo 
| | tne 


tions, how its ſtruggles weakened in fin- 
ful deſires, endeavouring continually to 
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the trueſt marks of adoption, and the 
moſt ſovereign medicine lent from Hea- 
ven for our cure. Theſe truths this truly 
pious lady was ſo well acquainted with, 

that ſhe declared, She would not with 
« to be out of her preſent ſituation, nor 
exchange it for any other at any price.” 
Thus with great meekneſs and tranquil- 
lity, with chearfulneſs ſcarce to be be- 
lieved, in perfect ſerenity and freedom, 
ſhe continued her uſual life, till the time 
appointed for the operation. When that 
time of deep trial came, ſhe ſhewed no 
reluctance or ſtruggle, but endured all 
even without complaint; only towards 
the end ſhe drew ſuch a ſigh, as the com- 
paſſionate reader who reads this may do. 
Hence it appears, how thoſe that follow 
the Lamb with ſincerity, are endowed 
with virtue and power reſulting from the 
true ſpirit of his religion, which others 
are-unacquainted with. The night fol- 
lowing the operation was not indeed a 
night of much ſleep, but of truly celeſtial 
reſt; a night of thankſgiving to her God, 

for the viſible demonſtration of his power 
in her, and about her, for his ſtretehed- 
out arm in her great deliverance, for the 

boun- 


bountiful proviſion he had made for the 
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body and ſoul, holding all the powers of 


her ſpirit exerciſed in acts of love, grati- 
' | tude and adoration. She ſooner than was 


expected got upon her feet, and with 
every improvement that could be made, 


into the ſame way of life that ſhe had 
been in before, wholly intent upon the 
glory of God, and the good of her fellow- 
creatures. But the diſtemper only re- 


preſſed for a time, roſe up with new ma- 


lignity, to the much greater affliction of 
| | numbers in the world, than of her that 
'' bore it; for ſhe had now been, for ſome 
time, in the ſchool of affliction, exerciſed 


with its ſharp diſcipline, and found its ſa- 


| latary effects. Under theſe ſentiments 
her hope was full of immortality, and the 


eternal weight of glory, now in full view, 


made all her afflitions light. In this near 


and certain approach of death, her che- 
riſhing warmth, like that of the ſun, tho” 
it might be moſt felt by thoſe neareſt, yet 
alſo reached thoſe at greater diſtance ; 
witneſs the great number of letters ſhe 
writ, and dictated to others, when ſhe be- 
came unable to write, full of ſweet coun- 
ſe], having for their argument the * 
ne 
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neſs of piety; preſſing home the neceſſity 
of it, and ſetting forth its true nature; 
witneſs alſo the number of perſons of all 
conditions, who reſorted at her houſe, to 
behold the living power of religion in 
her, and to be benefited by her wiſdom. 


With ſome of theſe ſhe continued in hea- 


venly conferences as long as ſhe had 
ſtrength. Her life was near drawing to 
its laſt ſtage, but her lamp and her life 
mult be extinguiſhed together, and ſhe 
muſt occupy till her Lord comes.---Ac- 
cordingly ſhe convened her houſhold, to 
ſtrengthen and enforce every thing that 
ſhe had done or ſhewn them before, by 
her dying counſels; and would have ex- 
tended this care to the whole village, but 
was reſtrained by the phyſician. ** The 
path of the juſt is as a ſhining light, 
«« which ſhineth more and more unto 
« the perfect day.” *The truly reli- 
«« gious, whole evidences for Heaven are 
clear, rational, and well grounded, 
have a tide of joy ſpringing up in their 
minds beyond expreſſion; ſomething 
more moving and ſatisfactory than any 
one can imagine, but they that per- 
ceive it. When they are juſt entering 

| « upon 
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upon the promiſed land, the ſplendor 
of the eternal day dawns upon them; 
*:and ſhines as through the breaches of 
“ their ſhattered bodies, and raiſes in 
the inward man ſuch earneſt of happi- 
nels, ſuch foretaſtes of joy, as enables 
„them to paſs through the valley of 
« death in peace and triumph.” As 
death drew near, ſhe was in tranſport, 
| -quite melted down with the impreſſion 
1 of glory, broke out with a raiſed accent 
into theſe words: © Bleſs me, Lord! 
« What is that I ſee! Oh! the greatneſs 
« of the glory that is revealed in me,--- 
| | ** that is before me.” And ſome time al- 
| | ter ſhe had ſo faid, the fell aſleep. 
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